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DRUMBEAT SCHOOL 
Summer Term 2 Newsletter 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

What a fantastic end to a very challenging 

year! I can’t believe all our children have 

done so much.  

 

I would like to thank all the parents for all their 

support through these difficult times, we could 

not have got through this without your  

understanding. Also all my staff who have  

relentlessly delivered education and love to all 

our children throughout the year during some 

very dark times.  

 

I do hope that we are now turning a corner 

and it may be that you hear from me at the 

end of August with the latest guidance. 

In the meantime have a lovely rest with your 

families and be safe. 

 

 

 

Marie Neave 

Executive Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for the Diary…. 
 

Friday, 23 July 

Last day of Summer Term 2 

School will close at 1pm  

on this day 

 
Wednesday, 1 September 

INSET Day 

Students will not attend 

school on this day 
 

Thursday, 2 September 

Students back at school 

 
Friday, 1 October 

INSET Day 

Students will not attend 

school on this day 

 
Friday, 22 October 

Last day of term 
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The following pupil received Headteacher’s Star Awards this month: 

Tanya Taha — Tanya has been a star student in Lancelot class. She has made fantastic  

progress with her learning and demonstrated excellent behaviour throughout the year. It’s 

been great to observe Tanya growing in confidence and developing friendships with her 

peers. Well done Tanya!  

Do your own thing young stars (10-16) Heart n Soul events  

Dear Parents,  

I hope this finds you well and you are all gently slowing down before the summer holidays!   

I just wanted to update you on the exciting news that we will be offering a face to face Do Your 
Own Thing Youngstars (10-16)  session on August 21st and September 18th 2021 1- 4pm - 
Held in the Garden at The Albany in Deptford.  

There will be a Parents and Carers Space with refreshments and a free massage.  While the 
young ones get creative the parents and carers can have some well earned pampering! 

The Do Your Own thing session on line on the last Saturday of the month will continue for 10 -25 
years old for the time being. 

If you could share the project again with this face to face session for 10 -16 year olds that would 
be so helpful.  Its a perfect opportunity to get involved with the project as change is inevitable 
and having new young people drive the projects future is so key.  

Here is a link to the webpage https://www.heartnsoul.co.uk/whatson/dyotys-aug  

 

 

Do Your Own Thing Youngstars (10-16) — Heart 
n Soul 

Saturday 21 August 1pm - 3pm In person! We are looking for new 
young artists, musicians, rappers, DJs and more! If you are aged 10-16 
and have a learning disability come and join Do Your Own Thing 
Youngstars!. This month’s Do Your Own Thing Youngstars will take 
place in person, in the garden of The Albany in Deptford. 

www.heartnsoul.co.uk 

https://www.heartnsoul.co.uk/whatson/dyotys-aug
https://www.heartnsoul.co.uk/whatson/dyotys-aug
https://www.heartnsoul.co.uk/whatson/dyotys-aug
https://www.heartnsoul.co.uk/whatson/dyotys-aug
http://www.heartnsoul.co.uk
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   A virtual Monkey Business Art Exhibition 

Drumbeat School & Autism Spectrum Disorder Services 
shares their pupil’s work, creating a new virtual art exhibition 
inspired by Monkey Business.  Our virtual exhibition  
showcases a variety of 3D art, focused on monkeys and their 

habitats. Students took inspiration from videos and photographs about Monkey Business. 
 
The exhibition gave our students a fantastic opportunity to learn about monkeys and the 
challenges they face due to climate change and habitat loss. Discussions about environ-
mental issues inspired our students to reuse packaging such as boxes and newspapers. 
The works on display in the virtual exhibition highlight the school’s dedication to creative  
exploration and team work. 
 
We are so proud of what the students have achieved, and are delighted that the Horniman 
Museum and Gardens are exhibiting work from students with significant challenges. All our 
students have a diagnosis of autism and art offers a therapeutic outlet to their creativity and 
ambitions. 
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School Bus 

If your child is moving from the Downham site to the Brockley site then 

you need to re-apply for the school bus as it is a change in  

circumstances.  
 

Lewisham Travel are hoping to send  

letters out soon but if you wish to apply now 

then you can contact 020 3049 1204 or visit the 

Lewisham Local Offer website for more  

information. 
 

https://lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/education/special-
educational-needs/school-transport-for-children-with-sen 

School Uniform  

Please name all your children’s clothing as it is 

difficult to locate lost clothing without some 

form of identification.  

 

Our school uniform consists of black trousers/

skirt, plain white polo shirt and purple sweatshirt. If you would like to order uni-

form please visit www.myclothing.com and put the school name in the box, 

this will then take you to our page. The address is also on the school website 

under ‘for parents’.   

 

Whitehall Clothiers in Lewisham also has a limited stock of our uniform.  They 

are at 244a Lewisham High Street, London, SE13 6JU (Tel: 0208 852 8967 or 

ww.whitehallclothiers.co.uk)  

 

For swimming your child will need to bring a towel and swimsuit or costume. 

They will also need shorts and a T-shirt for P.E. lessons. These may be left at 

school, in a clearly marked bag.  

 

In the 6th Form students can choose to wear their own clothes to school. In 

practice we find the vast majority of students choose this option and do not 

wear the Drumbeat school uniform. 

https://lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/education/special-educational-needs/school-transport-for-children-with-sen
https://lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/education/special-educational-needs/school-transport-for-children-with-sen
http://www.myclothing.com
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Coronavirus: how to stay safe and help prevent the spread from 19 July 

COVID-19 will be a feature of our lives for the foreseeable future, so we need to learn to live with it and  

manage the risk to ourselves and others. We can all help reduce risks by practising key behaviours. Find out 
how to protect yourself and others. As COVID-19 restrictions are lifted, it is important that we all use personal 
judgement to manage our own risk. All of us can play our part by exercising common sense and considering 
the risks. While no situation is risk free, there are actions we can take to protect ourselves and others around 
us. Following this guidance will help you stay safe and protect others by controlling the spread. Every action to 
help reduce the spread will reduce any further resurgence of the virus in the coming months. 

Lifting restrictions 

Most legal restrictions to control COVID-19 will be lifted at step 4. This means that when step 4 takes place: 

 You will not need to stay 2 meters apart from people you do not live with. There will also be no limits on the 
number of people you can meet. 

 You will not need to stay 2 metres apart from people you do not live with. There will also be no limits on the 
number of people you can meet. 

 However, in order to minimise risk at a time of high prevalence, you should limit the close contact you have 
with those you do not usually live with, and increase close contact gradually. This includes minimising the num-
ber, proximity and duration of social contacts. 

 Meet outdoors where possible and let fresh air into homes or other enclosed spaces. 

 The Government is no longer instructing people to work from home if they can. However, the Government 
expects and recommends a gradual return over the summer. 

 The requirement to wear face coverings in law will be lifted. However, the Government expects and recom-
mends that people wear face coverings in crowded areas such as public transport. 

 There will no longer be limits on the number of people who can attend weddings, civil partnerships, funerals 
and other life events (including receptions and celebrations). There will be no requirement for table service at 
life events, or restrictions on singing or dancing. You should follow guidance for weddings and funerals to re-
duce risk and protect yourself and others. 

There will no longer be restrictions on group sizes for attending communal worship. 

There are still cases of COVID-19 in England and there is a risk you could catch or pass on the virus, even if 
you are fully vaccinated. You are encouraged to exercise caution and consider the risks. While no situation is 
risk free, there are actions we can take to protect ourselves and others around us. 

Get tested and self-isolate 

If you develop COVID-19 symptoms, self-isolate immediately and get a PCR test, even if your symptoms are 
mild. You should self-isolate at home while you book the test and wait for the results. You must self-isolate if 
you test positive. Your isolation period includes the day your symptoms started (or the day your test was taken 
if you do not have symptoms), and the next 10 full days. This is the law. 

The most important symptoms of COVID-19 are recent onset of any of the following: 

a new continuous cough 

a high temperature 

a loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia) 

 
Continued on next page 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing/get-tested-for-coronavirus/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/1045/made
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For most people, COVID-19 will be a mild illness. However, if you have any of the symptoms above, even if 
your symptoms are mild, stay at home and arrange to have a test. 

You must also self-isolate if you are told to do so by NHS Test and Trace, for example if you have come into 
contact with someone who has tested positive. This remains the law, regardless of your vaccination status. 

From 16 August, if you have been fully vaccinated you will be exempt from the requirement to self-isolate if 
you are a contact of a positive case. You will instead be advised to take a PCR test as soon as possible. 

You will also be exempt from self-isolation from 16 August if you are under 18 and a contact of a positive case. 
As with adults, you will be advised whether a PCR test needs to be taken. If you are 18 years old you will be 
treated in the same way as under 18 year olds until 4 months after your 18th birthday, to allow you the oppor-
tunity to get fully vaccinated. 

If you test positive you will still need to self-isolate regardless of your vaccination status or age. 

When self-isolating, follow the stay-at-home guidance. This will help reduce the risk of spreading COVID-19 to 
other members of your household and community. You must stay at home at all times and not have contact 
with other people. There are only very limited circumstances when you do not have to do this, such as seeking 
medical assistance. If you do leave your home during your period of self-isolation for a permitted reason, you 
should maintain social distancing and keep 2 metres apart from other people. 

You may be entitled to a one-off payment of £500 through the NHS Test and Trace Support Payment scheme 
if you are required to stay at home and self-isolate, or you are the parent or guardian of a child who has been 
told to self-isolate. You should visit your local authority website for details on Test & Trace Support Payments 
and practical support offered in your area. 

You could be fined if you do not self-isolate following notification by NHS Test & Trace. 

More information is available on the following website: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-response-summer-2021-roadmap/coronavirus-how-to-
stay-safe-and-help-prevent-the-spread 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-a-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/1045/made
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/find-local-council
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-response-summer-2021-roadmap/coronavirus-how-to-stay-safe-and-help-prevent-the-spread
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-response-summer-2021-roadmap/coronavirus-how-to-stay-safe-and-help-prevent-the-spread
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Art @ Downham 
 

The Art Week topic this term was “Circus Circus” and the display in reception is the result of 

all the wonderful artwork each class contributed to the project. Well done to all the classes 

who produced so much colourful and creative artwork. 
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Forest School 
 

A group of Key stage 2 children have been attending weekly  Forest school in Forster park. 

Jorge from Forster park community centre has been leading a weekly session for our  

children. The students have been looking for mini beasts, learning bird names and spotting 

animal homes such as nests and spider’s webs in the park. They have also really enjoyed  

exploring, climbing on logs and walking amongst the trees. The group has played a hunt the 

bird and insect photos game, looking for pictures of wildlife  hidden in  the undergrowth. We 

have looked under logs for insects and small creatures, found slugs, snails and worms! The 

students have very much enjoyed the sessions, had fun and have learnt so much about the 

biodiversity in our local park.  

Continued on the 

next page 
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EYFS and Key Stage 1 School Council 

 

Children from each class in EYFS and Key Stage 1 have been attending school council 

meetings.  We have discussed things we like and don’t like about school, what we like to do 

at playtimes and places at school that we like.  The children have expressed their opinions 

well using choice boards or verbally. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School council all expressed how happy they are at 

Drumbeat and they couldn’t think of anything that 

made them sad, except for when they fell over and 

hurt their knee. 

 

Some of us had a meeting with Marie to tell her about 

our favourite things to do at school.  She listened to  

what we said and will help us to make Drumbeat 

even better! 
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We have had an amazing year in EYFS and we are so proud of all the progress all the 

children have made. From learning to use the toilet to being able to use communication 
tools to express themselves.  

We have had lots of fun on trips & walks, made amazing friendships and learnt so much!  

We wish all the children the best of luck in their new classes and we hope they all have 
an amazing Summer Holiday.   

 

Continued on the next page 

EYFS News 
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News from Key Stage 1 

We have reached the end of the year and had lots to do.  The children have been working 

very hard and been learning about interesting things.  We have been able to take them out 

on some local trips and the children were very well behaved.  I would like to thank the 

teachers for their hard work in organising such fun events and all the staff who accompany 

the children. 

 

Continued on the next page 
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I would like to thank you all for your support this year.  It has been a busy, disrupted year with 

the children learning at home and school, but we are so proud of every one of them.  

 

See you in September!  

 

Becky H (KS1 Lead) 
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Tiger Class 

The children have been enjoying our topic ‘Animals on the Farm and Beyond.’  We have 

been listening to and engaging with stories, ‘Dear Zoo’ and ‘There was an Old Lady who 

Swallowed a Fly.’  We have been going for walks and looking at the flowers and insects.  In 

Maths we have been learning about shape, matching and naming 2D shapes and using 

them to make pictures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 It has been a strange year, but the children have 

 coped very well and made lots of progress in all 

 areas. Tiger Team are very proud of all of the 

 children.  We hope you have a good summer 

 break and see you in September! 
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Hello from Zebras,  

 

This Summer Term we have really enjoyed LOTC (Learning Outside the Classroom). We  

attended Danson Park were we got the opportunity to play with our friends and feed the 

ducks. As part of our topic ‘Animals’ we visited Godstone Farm, we had fun petting and 

feeding a range of different animals. We really enjoyed seeing where the animals lived. In 

this hot weather we also got the chance to play with water and enjoyed being in the pool 

with our friends. It was also our turn to engage with Soft Play and the Sensory Room which 

was so much fun. We have continued to work hard in maths and English and have made 

excellent progress in our phonics sessions. We hope you have a wonderful summer holiday 

and we look forward to seeing you all again in September.  

Zebras Newsletter 

Continued on the next page 
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Continued on the next page 
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                Crocodile Class News 

 
Well done Crocodile Class for an AMAZING year! You have faced the challenging year with 

positivity and I could not be prouder of you all!  

This term we have continued with our topic ‘animals’, learning about the stories ‘There Was 

An Old Lady’ and ‘Dear Zoo’. We have also ventured out on some trips, watched  

caterpillars become butterflies and planted sunflowers. 

I hope you have a wonderful summer and a well-earned rest. I will miss you all! 
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Penguin Class 

We enjoyed our first trip this year- To Horniman’s Gardens.   

 

We saw animals and lots of plants.  We liked looking, feeling and smelling the plants.   

Penguin Class also enjoyed exploring with the musical instruments in the garden too.  The  

children all enjoyed the trip. 
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Flamingo Class 

I cannot believe that we are at the end of the school year and it is time 

to say goodbye. I am so proud of my lovely little Flamingos and all of the 

fantastic progress that they have made despite the challenging  

circumstances that we faced this year. They have been a pleasure to 

teach and I will always look back on my NQT year with great fondness 

thanks to the wonderful children that I was lucky enough to share it with. 

I hope you all have a lovely, fun-filled summer! 

 

This half term, our topic has been ‘growing and change’ and we have enjoyed focusing our 

learning around the story of ‘Jack and the beanstalk’. We have considered what a plant 

needs to grow and have been labelling parts of a plant – the children impressed us all with 

their knowledge! We used all of our new learning to plant and grow some seeds of our own.  

Using ‘magic beans’ to grow 

our own beanstalks … 

Following instructions to grow 
our own cress heads …  

Continued on the 

next page 
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Flamingo class have also enjoyed visiting the park and the farm this half term. It was lovely 

to finally be able to get outside and we were fortunate with the weather on both occa-

sions. It was lovely to watch the children playing so nicely together and make some lovely 

memories. ALL of the children behaved impeccably and did themselves and the school 

very proud.  

 

Once again I would just like to reiterate how much I have enjoyed  

teaching all of your wonderful children this year and how proud I 

am of each and every one of them. I wish them all the best next 

year and I have no doubt that they will continue shine. 
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Panda Class 

Panda class went for a lovely end of term trip to Greenwich Park. It was a very sunny and 

warm day; we walked around the Flower Garden, went to see the deer and the ducks on 

the pond. After lunch the children played in the bandstand and afterwards we played 

“Duck Duck Goose” and “What’s the time Mr Wolf ?”in the shade under the trees which was 

great fun. The children all had a lovely time and it was a wonderful end to a fantastic year 

for Pandas! Well done all of you! 

Continued on the next page 
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Leopard Class 

This term Leopard class have been very busy. 

 

As part of our theme of growing we went on visit to Tunbridge Wells to see the beautiful  

bluebells. On are return we completed lots of work including writing about our visit and  

painting bluebells. 

 

On this theme we also grew lots of plants and vegetables. Here is a picture of the class with 

the sunflowers that we grew. The tallest sunflower is about 170cm tall. We also grew lettuce, 

cress, basil and chives. We used all these in our cooking sessions. 

 

We went on two great visits, one to Greenwich park and the other to Leysdown on sea. We 

had a great time and everybody enjoyed themselves. 

 

We also entered a Rapid Fire cricket festival at Kings Hill cricket club. We had been  

practising all term and this paid off as we batted and fielded really well. A great day was 

had by all. 

Continued on the next page 
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Excalibur Class 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer term saw students from Excalibur class helping out in the community. We were at 

Beckenham Place Park every Wednesday picking litters around the park. This provided us an 

opportunity to come away from the school after a long time being locked down. Well done, 

everyone for having such a fantastic attitude towards work. 
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The Careers Booster Fund Project 

The London Enterprise Advisor Network (LEAN) recognised that the impact of Covid-19 

meant that many schools and colleges would need to offer virtual encounters with  

employers and experiences of the world of work. To  

support with this, they launched the Careers Booster fund. Drumbeat applied for this grant 

and were allocated £700 to deliver a special project. This consisted of making films of differ-

ent work places that were bespoke to the needs of our students.  

 

Helen Bull, our volunteer Enterprise Advisor and Carrie Kendall, a media student from Queen 

Mary University of London, made the films. They made 3 films altogether in the following plac-

es: 

 

The Café in Lewisham College 

People’s Parliament 

Young Vic Theatre 

Tom Boyz Hairdressers 

 

These films were shown to our 6th Form students. 

 

Aisha Edwards is a young woman with Autism and works for the People’s Parliament and 

Young Vic  

Theatre. She talked passionately about what she did and was kind enough to do a Zoom call 

with our  

students. They were able to ask her lots of questions about her jobs and were very engaged 

with the whole process. Our students found this Zoom call and the films very inspirational and 

hopefully they will help them think about what they would like to do in the future 

Continued on the next page 
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Olympic Class 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We have been gardening and learning about plants. We can name the parts of a plant and know 

what a plant needs to grow. We have been cycling, going to the gym, doing daily exercise and 

learning to look after ourselves. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued on the next page 
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We have been learning about healthy eating and made salad. 

Olympic Class enjoyed the visit from the Fire Brigade on 18/6/21 

and the Police on 25/6/21. Students presented their canvases to 

the visiting key workers. 

Continued on the next page 
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Meridian Class 
 
Meridian class have been really enjoying our final term of the year. We have embarked on a 

number of creative projects and gone on several walks around the local area. One creative 

project that we did over the course of the term was about focusing on different artists and 

replicating their work. We looked at Vincent Van Gogh, Roy Liechtenstein, Andy Warhol and 

Pablo Picasso. 

 

 

 

 

 

Another project that we did together was actually put together by Reese, who came up with 

the idea of making unique shoe designs. He put together a presentation and set the rest of 

the class work to make their own shoes designs. We then got to show them off in our class as-

sembly. During this assembly, Reese put together a competition for the whole of the Brockley 

site to make their own shoe designs. I have been very impressed with Meridian classes’ hard 

work and creativity all year round!  

 

 

 Continued on the next page 
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Tower Class 

After a very challenging year tower are drawing close to the end. Finishing off work and 

getting ready to say goodbye to friends who are moving on to college. Tower class  

completed some exceptional work on summer festivals researching why many cultures  

enjoy and experience celebrations at around the same time in summer developing their 

knowledge of summer as well as other cultures and languages. The highlight of this last half 

term has surely been our class trip to Chessington World of Adventure partly funded by one 

of our students winning the Jack Petchy award for their commitment to learning at  

Drumbeat School. Here are a few snippets from blog posts made by the students who 

came along on the trip accompanied by some pictures. 

 

One student wrote “My favourite part was vampire ride because it was really fast. I was a 

little bit scared because we couldn’t do the belts up ourselves. The worst part was waiting 

and not getting to try all the rides”. Another student typed the following review  “Yesterday 

was great I’ve take some pictures of my friends. My first ride was the Rattlesnake. My worst 

part was me and Andrea and two students all stayed when the others went to Tomb Blaster 

it took them an hour to get back. I went with Richard to the fast food shop and I had a 

chicken burger and chips with still Fanta it was 5\10. My favourite ride was the Vampire it 

was great because it was fast. My best bit was stroking a donkey, unfortunately we set it 

off.” Finally another student remarked “The best ride ever is the vampire because it is ex-

treme cool. The worst is about the tomb blaster because I’m afraid of spider and creepy. 

Next time we shall go rattlesnake and the Gruffalo water ride”. 
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SCHOOL TERM AND HOLIDAY DATES — 2021/22 

AUTUMN TERM 2021 
 
Autumn Term 1 Wednesday 1 September – INSET day    

Thursday 2 September – Students first day of term  
          Friday 1 October – INSET day 
          Friday 22 October - Last day of term 
  
Half Term Holiday    Monday 25 October – Friday 29 October 
  
Autumn Term 2    Monday 1 November – First day of term 
          Friday 17 December – Last day of term* 
      
Christmas Holiday    Monday 20 December – Monday 3 January  
           
 

 SPRING TERM 2022 
  
Spring Term 1     Tuesday 4 January & Wednesday 5 January—INSET days   
          Thursday 6 January — Students first day of term 
          Friday 11 February – Last day of term 
  
Half Term Holiday    Monday 14 February – Friday 18 February 
  
Spring Term 2     Monday 21 February – First day of term  
          Friday 1 April – Last day of term*  
  
 Easter Holiday     Monday 4 April – Monday 18 April  
          (Easter weekend 15-18 April)  
 
  

SUMMER TERM 2022  
  
Summer Term 1    Tuesday 19 April – First day of term 
          Thursday 16 May — Students last day of term      
          (May Day Bank Holiday will be taken on 2 May) 
  
Half Term Holiday    Monday 30 May – Friday 3 June 
          (Spring Bank Holiday will be taken on 2nd June and  
          Platinum Jubilee will be taken on 3rd June) 
  
Summer Term 2    Monday 6 June – First day of term 
          Friday 22 July – Last day of term* 
 

 
INSET days = Staff Training days. Pupils do not attend school on these days. 

 
*School will close at 1pm on the last day of the full term. 


